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remind us, there is another side to the picture.
What drunkenness is to this generation, licentious-
ness was to the society of the Roman Empire ; and
an age which gives its benediction to the mild
asceticism of the Temperance movement should
have something besides curses for the efforts of
an earlier age to stem the fierce torrent of im-
purity. *

We see the same large-mindedness in the Dean's
attitude towards the controversies of his own day.
He rebuked with equal sternness the raw haste of
the revolutionary who is ready to inaugurate a
new intellectual era between sunrise and sunset,
and the unthinking, foolish fear that sees a bogey
in every unfamiliar truth. Thus, e.g., when some
were losing their heads over the publication of the
Vestiges of Creation and the Origin of Species,
Church told them bluntly they were acting " more
like old ladies than philosophers." a When, again,
in 1860, Essays and Reviews threw the whole
ecclesiastical world into a ferment, he condemned
the book as a reckless book; " several of the
writers," he said, " have not got their thoughts
and theories into such order and consistency as
to warrant their coming before the world with

1  See Mr. Stead's report of a conversation with the Dean on
this subject, Review of Reviews, January 1891.

2  Life and Letters, p. 154.